
SLOUGH BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT TO: Overview and Scrutiny Committee

DATE: 14th June 2018

CONTACT OFFICER:   David Gordon – Scrutiny Officer
(For all Enquiries)  (01753) 875411

WARD(S):  All

PART I
FOR DECISION

VOTING TASK AND FINISH GROUP

1. Purpose of Report

To seek the Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s (OSC) approval for 
commissioning a Task & Finish Group to examine security of voting and youth 
participation.

2. Recommendation

The Committee is requested to decide whether to commission a Task & Finish 
Group examining security of the ballot and the promotion of youth participation.

3. The Slough Joint Wellbeing Strategy, the JSNA and the Five Year Plan

3a.    Slough Joint Wellbeing Strategy Priorities

The proposed Task and Finish Group will encourage local young people to 
become more active in public life.

3b. Five Year Plan Outcomes 

The proposed Task and Finish Group would support the following Five Year Plan 
outcome:

 Slough children will grow up to be happy, healthy and successful

4. Other Implications

(a) Financial

There are no financial implications to the establishment of a Task and Finish 
Group.

(b) Risk Management
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(c) Human Rights Act and Other Legal Implications

There are no Human Rights Act implications to the commissioning of the Task 
and Finish Group. Such implications would be considered during the work of 
such a review.

(d) Equalities Impact Assessment  

An Equality Impact Assessment will be completed for any recommendations 
arising.

(e) Workforce

Establishing a Task and Finish group will require officer time and commitment 
and agreement from line managers.

5. Supporting Information

Initial Discussion Regarding a Possible Task & Finish Group

5.1 At its meeting on 12th April 2018, OSC took an item on lowering the voting age to 
16. During the subsequent discussion, OSC recommended that Council should 
support a change in the voting age (as specified in the agenda paper’s proposed 
recommendations). This recommendation was then taken to Council at its 
meeting on 24th April 2018.

5.2 In addition to this, OSC also discussed other matters relating to public 
participation and voting. Firstly, members asked that Council be asked to 
consider how it could support efforts to alter the electoral franchise, and more 
widely how young people could be encouraged to take an active role in public 
life. In addition, the issue of the security of the ballot was raised. As a result, both 
of these matters were also taken to Council on 24th April 2018.

Council – 24th April 2018

5.3 Given the above discussions, the following recommendation was made to 
Council:
 
The Committee recommends that the Council resolve to support the principle of
reducing the national voting age to 16; take an active leadership role in any



appropriate campaign(s) to further this objective; and requests scrutiny to
establish a task and finish group to examine and propose practical measures to
improve the security of the ballot, including potentially voter identification, and
promote youth participation.

5.4 This recommendation was put to the vote and carried unanimously. As a result, 
OSC is now being asked to decide whether to commission this Task and Finish 
Group.

Potential Next Steps

5.5 Should the Task and Finish Group be commissioned, the next phase of the 
procedure would be: 

a) Scrutiny Officer to request nominations for membership of the Task and 
Finish Group (these individuals need not be confined to members of OSC);

b) Meeting to be held with Task and Finish Group to draft terms of reference 
for the review;

c) OSC to be asked to approve, amend or reject these terms of reference 
(either electronically or at its next meeting); and

d) Once terms of reference agreed, Task and Finish Group to undertake its 
review. Once this is completed, it will then report back to OSC with its final 
report and any recommendations arising.

 
6. Comments of Other Committees

The discussions of OSC and Council at previous meetings are outlined in section 
5 of this report.

7. Conclusion

OSC is requested to make a decision as to whether to commission the Task & 
Finish Group outlined in the previous sections of this report.

8. Appendices Attached

None

9. Background Papers


